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In addition the Roman 
Catholic Bishops have 

issued their own Pastoral Letter 
which is shorter and  
more pointed on policy 
issues than that of the 

Church of England. Add to this 
Churches Together in England 
who have published a paper 
called 200 Vision of the Good 
Society. All of these documents 
offer insights into policy issues 
that deserve consideration by 
people who are prepared to 
think about what kind of society 
we want to live in.  
 

I mention these documents 
because whilst Toc H is a charity 
and does not, nor is it able to, 
take a political perspective, we 
do have a vision for society. It is 
summed up in the Four Points of 
the Compass. 
 

In the debate up until the day of 
voting it is important that we all 
give serious consideration to the 
kind of society we want to live 
in. Toc H in the past was active 
in locally based social activities, 
work with children and young 
people, with the elderly also the 
homeless and dispossessed. 
 

 A number of charities have 
their origins in Toc H and we 
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EDITORIAL  
 

The General Election will soon be 
upon us and the press are full of 
polls and suggestions on who is 
up and who is down, will there 
be another coalition or can one 
party win an outright majority.  
 

 In addition in recent weeks we 
have had the coverage of the 
Church of England House of 
Bishops Pastoral Letter in 
advance of the election. 
Comments have flown backwards 
and forwards from those who 
perceive a particular bias and 
those who see only a statement 
of moral values. The irony is that 
a letter of 53 pages is slightly 
longer than most people are 
going to read. 
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can be proud of our past and of the present in particular wherever 
individuals and families are supported as a working out of our principles.  
 

In recent weeks we have been approached by a small charity in Gloucester 
who organise an act of worship in the open air for the homeless, they 
contacted us for support and possibly advice. In many ways they are an 
outworking of the Four Points of the Compass even though they probably 
do not know that this is the case.  
 

In a number of places Toc H members continue to offer service to their 
community and in small ways contribute to the creation of a good society. 
Their work is practical and known only to a few but all of it represents an 
important contribution to the local common good.  
 

The debates around the General Election will no doubt become less than 
healthy with insults being the order of the day, considered debate being 
reserved for the minority.  
 

I hope that the outworking of the vision that underpins the óFour Points of 
the Compassô might be promoted in local discussions by Toc H members. 
We are after all citizens and do have a right to speak out and share our 
vision of the kind of society we want.  
 

The furore following the publication of the Church of England Bishops 
Pastoral Letter was a sad reflection on public discourse, most of it sound 
and fury rather than a considered response to important issues. 
 

A society that is based on the common good is one where all of us 
contribute to public debate and draw on our experiences of working for a 
better society.  Now is the time to reflect on the issues of today and 
contribute to public debate, challenging the negative perspective that all 
too often seems to be central in the media in all its manifestations.  
                                                                             Terry Drummond    

The In Touch magazine is now being produced three times a year, and 
is free to members.   Last date for submission of articles is the end of  

February, June  and October  

Cover Picture:  Maggie  Beever signing to her mother who is profound-

ly deaf.  This was at Jump Working Menôs Club, the home of Toc H Barns-
ley, where the Toc H play was being put on which Maggie stood on the 
side of the stage and signed throughout.  Photograph courtesy of Doug 
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2014 Carol Service at All Hallows 
  

The annual Toc H carol service  took place on 
December 13th in a beautifully decorated All 
Hallows and was led by Revd Bertrand Olivier. 
 

 
It was well attended 
and the hospitality of 
the London District 
branch was  excellent  
as usual. 


