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to the way we were 
before Codiv-19. 

 

The 1950’s as described can be 
seen to have been years of 
change for Toc H with the 
Women’s Movement being 
offered full membership, an 
arrangement that no doubt 
caused many deep and 
meaningful discussions and 
that challenged the male status 
quo! 
 

The initiatives described in the 
pages that follow offer insights 
into innovative ideas that laid 
the foundation for creative 
opportunities for service that 
are now embedded in society. 
It shows that Toc H members 
were at the forefront of serving 
others, doing so by simple acts 
of kindness that were 
developed without publicity. 
 

Today we are less able to be so 
active, most of us are of an 
age when being active in our 
communities is not so easy!    
However, no doubt members 
are contributing in their local 
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The opening of this edition’s 
reflections on the 1950’s offers 
insights which are not far from 
our present day.  
 

The experience of flu pandemic in 
the years after the Second World 
War may feel a long way from 
where we are today, though for 
all of us who are used to the 
comforts of the 21st century. 
recovering from a pandemic is all 
the more difficult because we 
have no experience of the trials 
of the 1940’s. 
 

The differences may be great 
though the reality of today’s 
society mean that we must learn 
new social norms that challenge 
the way that we live.  
 

At the time of writing in mid-May 
we are all waiting for news of 
when society may return (if ever) 
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communities, perhaps in foodbanks or similar activities. 
 

The pandemic has shown that there is a lot of goodwill within 
society with many people volunteering to assist those who are in 
quarantine and lock down.  Most especially those who are on low 
incomes who need to be supported with food parcels or at least a 
few bags of essentials. These activities are a sign of a society that 
recognises that doing good and acts of kindness are a part of the 
cement that holds society together.  
 

In the 1950’s Toc H was at the heart of this process and whilst that 
is now history it is worth celebrating and hoping that it might be a 
catalyst for new and innovative actions. (Though collecting razor 
blades as described in these pages may be seen to be a health and 
safety risk today. a question that comes out of that story is what 
happened to all the unusable razor blades, it reads like a recycling 
nightmare.!) 
 

When life returns to normal and we can meet in person rather than 
Zoom and social media, the most important question for all of us in 
Toc H will be “What does the future hold?” 
 

We had hoped that our centenary year would have enabled us to 
celebrate a hundred years of the Movement and have conversations 
about the future. Looking back to look forward, these conversations 
are still necessary and it is  important that as we come to the AGM 
and prepare for what we hope will be a creative 2021, that we think 
about new ideas and look forward with hope. 
 

If you have a view of what Toc H might look like not in a hundred 
years but in the next five to ten years, please send me your views 
by email to: tmd@toch.org.uk or to the office. 
 

The 1950’s proved that following on from difficult years that 
members arose to the challenges they faced! the pandemic today is 
no way as bad as the difficulties the members at that time faced! 
 

The question for us is ‘Can we identify new opportunities to 
share the Four Points of the Compass when lock down 

comes to an end?’ 
 

Terry Drummond 

mailto:tmd@toch.org.uk
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Once more we have received an email from The British Legion asking 
us how many places we would like for the 2020 parade. 
 

Now I know that Covid-19 may well alter plans that far in the future 
but lets be very positive and see what we can do to get Toc H there in 
its centenary year. 
 

If any of the members out there would like to go to this event, I have 
myself in the past and found it deeply moving, please can you drop a 
line to us here at Toc H and we will do our best to get you onto the 
parade. 
 

While the event is many months away in November, work on checking 
all those who are going needs to be started fairly soon. So the dead 
line for letting us at the centre here know if you would like to attend  
 

If you have never been and would like to go this is what is normally 
required, arrive to assemble at about 8:30 or 9:00 in the morning, a 
lot of standing about (or using shooting sticks) then a march from at 
most Trafalgar square down Whitehall to Parliament Square right and 
right again to march or walk by now up beside the Hyde Park to the 
horse guard’s parade to be salute by a member (normally) of the royal 
family, tea and coffee available, pictures taken and off home again. 
 

Feel free to phone if you 
want to discuss anything 
about it. 0121 44 33 55 2 
or 0121 444 5925. Or 
email dgc@toch.org.uk 
 

Doug Geater Childs       

 

 

Cenotaph 2020 

There is still room 
in our allocation 
for one or two 
more!!! 
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The Movement of Toc H 

The Fifties 
1950~1959 

 

1950s  -  ‘Make Life Meaningful’. 
 

The beginning of 1950 seemed to serve as a rallying point, a time to 
look forward to a more optimistic future. The first half of the 
century had been notable for “tragedy and suffering, of cruelty and 
destruction”, followed by flu pandemic and post war depression, but 
“we can also see wild flowers growing on the bomb site, and the 
birds singing in the rain” so the message was “to put faith in simple 
positives and ‘Make Life Meaningful”. 
 

Toc H members seemed ready to grasp this opportunity, and using 
their enthusiasm and ingenuity continued to be involved with a vast 
amount of fund raising and many acts of service, whilst enjoying 
themselves at the same time. However, shadows of the 2nd World 
War lingered though the years as ongoing petrol shortages and 
some food rationing remained in place for several years. 
So, the focus of this chapter will be less on the administrative side 
of Toc H and more on some of the myriad, varied and even ‘weird’ 
events that occurred here and overseas, with some serious 
information to begin with. 
 

(Author’s note. Since the 1950s there has been a huge difference is 
the use of language. Many words and phrases used in the past are 
unacceptable now, so if any such instance occurs here, it is not 
meant to offend, merely tell the story). 
 

Toc H (Woman’s Section) 
 

One important administrative change that must be recorded was in 
1951 when the Central Executive Committees agreed (after much 
discussion) that men and women should have equal status within 
the movement. There would be more dialogue to follow in order to 
resolve the Constitutional changes required and the name may 
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change again, but this decision marked a turning point in the 
organisation and in so doing, began the process of recognising the 
immense value of the women’s contribution from the outset.  
 

1951 Festival of Britain 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

This took place from May to September and was designed to celebrate 
Britain’s achievements much like the one held in 1851 at Crystal Palace. 
However, this time the aim was to encompass the whole country rather 
than one large exhibition hall in London. Toc H grasped the challenge 
and looked around their neighbourhoods to see what could be done, (just 
as they do most of the time really!) and spring cleaned dingy corners, 
built bus shelters, children’s playgrounds, organised fetes, held sports 
days, planted oak trees, the list was endless.                                                      

 

 

 The 

 Festival 

 

of 

Britain 

 

Work on 
a new 

bus 
shelter 

in 
Galashiels 
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1953 Coronation of 
Queen Elizabeth II 
 

This took place on 2nd June and 
Toc H members took part in 
many events to celebrate the 
occasion which held a special 
resonance, as Queen Elizabeth 
was the Patron of the Toc H 
Women’s Section. The flagship 
event was a Festival held in 
London on June 13th- 14th which 
included a concert at The Royal 
Festival Hall that featured 
music, singing, speeches, a 
Masque and Ceremony of Light, 
followed by a gathering in the 
evening at Hyde Park.  Then 
Sunday services were held at All 
Hallows, St. Margaret Pattens 
and Wesley’s Chapel before a 
Thanksgiving and Rededication 
Service at Westminster Abbey. 
 

The work of Toc H in the 1950s 
 

Tuberculosis 
 

Tuberculosis (TB), also called Consumption or Phthisis was one of 
the most serious illnesses of the 19th and early 20th century and it 
became the focus of a lot of Toc H work in the 1950s.  
  

In Botha, South Africa, Don McKenzie the Chairman of Toc H Natal 
decided to build a TB settlement which was to become one of the 
biggest jobs undertaken in the continent. TB was a huge problem in 
South Africa with 20,000 dying annually, the majority of whom were 
from the indigenous population. While the Government did do a 
great deal to fight the disease more help was needed from the 
voluntary sector to provide treatment, convalescence (which may 
last as long 18 months) and care for the patient’s families. 
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This was a huge 
project 
considered an 
Act of Faith by 
the Toc H 
members but 
undertaken 
without the 
money or 
personnel. The 
work would take 
many years and 
relied heavily on 
fund raising and 
sharing of skills 
from all over the 
world.  

 

The settlement would consist of a hospital, convalescent cottages, 
family cottages, Community and Rehabilitation Centre, School, Store, 
Staff HQ and playing fields costing approximately £40,000 to build and 

Botha Hill T B Settlement ~ the Plan in 1951 

 The scene of the opening of the new ward for crippled African 
boys and young men in 1958 
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£36,000 pa to run. The work began with £180 and people who had 
no experience of building but after six weeks the first staff cottage 
was finished. As time went on, helpers came and went, news of the 
plan  
spread, donations came in slowly and gradually his dream was 
realised. By 1958, over 1000 people had been admitted, and of those 
750 had returned to their homes and/or work.  Amongst the 148 
patients, 100 of whom were children, many were paralysed. The 
settlement was self-supporting, debt free and had reserves in place 
for the future. What a success story! 
                                   

TB work elsewhere 
Since the mid-19th Century the best treatment for TB included lying 
flat in sanatoriums with plenty of fresh air circulating. Toc H went 
into these establishments across the country visiting, taking books 
and magazines, raising money and helping in whatever capacity was 
required. Caerphilly branch showed films at their local sanatorium, 
using the code word ‘fridge’ for these occasions, as all the doors and 
windows were left open and a bitter wind from the Welsh Mountains 
constantly blew in. 
 

In a sanatorium in Australia a little girl lying flat on her bed, asked a 
Toc H member for help with something she was making. It was a 
periscope so she could see what was going on in the rest of the 
ward, a simple, yet effective idea that galvanised Toc H members to 
make more for all the other patients.  
 

Work with the blind 
As in previous years, a great deal of work was done for the blind 
both here and in other countries. This ranged from the grand gesture 
that 7 Llandudno members made in bequeathing their eyes to the 
‘Eye Bank’ at the Welsh Regional Hospital Board, to all the numerous 
outings, talks and visits that branches continued to provide. Brighton 
branch funded a scented garden and Leatherhead also considered 
the importance of the senses by preparing bunches of sweet smelling 
flowers to give to blind people at their summer party. The blind club 
in Solihull ‘experienced the thrills of shipwreck and rescue without 
any of the dangers when their launch broke down on the River Avon’ 
and finally Sandwell branch organised a rota to run a partially 
sighted man’s market stall while he took his first holiday for years. 
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More overseas work 
Surprisingly, 1954 held a certain resonance with 2019, when Toc H 
members in Gibraltar were seconded into a huge rescue effort that took 
place when the Empire Windrush, (Now famous for bringing West Indians 
from Jamaica to the UK just after WW II) caught fire at sea and it 
eventually sank. This is topical at the moment as the plight of the many 

people who had previously 
travelled on the Windrush is 
being discussed.  On this 
occasion the ship was full 
with 222 crew, and 1,276 
passengers including military 
personnel and some of their 
dependents. The ship had to 
be evacuated at sea with four 
ships responding to their SOS 
and, together with assistance 
from the RAF. The passengers 
were taken first to Algiers 
then to Gibraltar by the 
aircraft carrier, HMS Triumph. 
It was then that Toc H, 
together with the Red Cross 
and other agencies stepped in 
to look after the passengers 
before they were transported 
back to England. 
 

In 1958 Gibraltar was in the 
news for unexpected reasons. 
Over the years this branch 
always provided tremendous 

support to service personnel as it was an important military base, but the 
demand for this was reducing as Britain reduced its overseas defence 
commitments. However, one night the local police called the Manager, 
Jock Brown with a different kind of problem. Two coach loads of Canadian 
girls who were on holiday had been refused entry into Spain because their 
visas had expired. This problem could not be rectified until the morning so 
Jock rose to the challenge and accommodated over 50 girls aged between 

Windrush  survivors at Gibralter  

Toc H Branch. 
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18 and 20. The resident soldiers  had to be moved out to sleep on the 
floor and the girls slept 2 to a bed. During the evening he provided 
sandwiches and entertainment that included singing around a piano, rock 
and roll music and sitting around a roaring fire and chatting with the 
soldiers! Apparently lots of fun was had by all, photos were taken and 
addresses exchanged. The girls thought it was the best night of their 
holiday…and it was even reported in the Canadian press. It created so 
much interest in Canada that, later in the year, reporters followed up the 
story and returned to film the branch to broadcast at home. 
 

Another evening of great 
entertainment occurred 
courtesy of Toc H 
members in Kowloon, 
where they arranged a 
Chinese New Year party 
for some of the poorest 
people in Hong Kong. 
These are the homeless 
women and children who 
attend The Street Sleepers 
Shelter Society. The group 
provided support all year 
round to the Society, 
having helped to source 2 
large disused service huts, 
Nissan pattern, that they dismantled, transported and reconstructed 
themselves on one of the few empty patches of land that was left in the 
Chinese city. The shelter is lined along both sides with double-decker iron 
bedsteads with planks for mattresses, because Chinese people prefer to 
sleep hard, with a pillow of wood or porcelain. Toc H provided blankets 
but these had to be frequently replaced as the recipients often sold them. 
The hut is run by a Chinese man but several times a week Michael 
Cheney, the Toc H Secretary called to help with the accounts and any 
other particular problems. On the night of the party, Toc H worked with 
the Chinese Red Cross and tables were laid and piled high with Chinese 
food, a real treat for the women and children who were more used to 
going hungry.  After the meal, amidst much noise and laughter the 
residents were given gifts, 10HK$ for the adults and oranges, sweets and 
toys for the children, a real party night for those who had little joy in their 
lives.   

Chopsticks flashed around the bowls 
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In Europe, Berlin had been in the news this year as it had been a 
dangerous flash point in the Cold War. However, work at the local Toc H 
branch in West Berlin, based at a house in Spandau continued as usual. 
Their work there had begun 10 years before during the blockade and air 
lift. On the night the blockade was lifted it was a Toc H mobile canteen 
that went to the check point on the Autobahn to supply tea to the 
Officials, troops and press. Since then Toc H has continued to be a vital 
part of the British community, serving members of the Forces and their 
families, providing a focal point for them to buy provisions, newspapers 
from home, have tea and a chat and weekly evening entertainment. In 
addition, their mobile canteen visits the troops who are out on training 
manoeuvres daily and staff a canteen at the nearby British Military 
hospital. When it was the turn of the British to guard the remaining war 
criminals at Spandau Prison, members visited them for two hours 
morning and evening.  
 

It was important to realise that there were also many other Toc H Clubs 
across Germany that still served the 50,000 British Servicemen and their 
families who still work there.  
 

Amazing work was achieved in Durban, South Africa, where Toc H 
members built a community hut in the slums of the city. This was built 
using split wattle poles with an asbestos roof, packing case doors and 
cow dung floor. This became a huge success providing space for 
children’s classes, 
sewing groups, first 
aid clinics, church 
services and Sunday 
schools.   
 

On a lighter note an 
unusual visitor to HQ 
this year was Mrs 
Perla Gibson from 
Durban, South Africa, 
who 

The 
‘Vera Lynn’ 

of Toc H 



13 

 

used to sing to war time soldiers from the Quayside. 
She was known as “The Lady in White” and used to sing for every 
incoming and outgoing ship whatever the weather or whatever the 
time of day. She was coming to England in the hope that through 
Toc H she would meet some of the men and women who met her in 
Durban. Despite being on holiday in England she kept singing, 
appearing at Toc H events and even on a television programme. 
 

“Operation Barebot” 
 

Another major project 
was the construction of 
a shelter for Miss 
Mildred Dibden’s 
‘babies home’ in Hong 
Kong. She was so 
pleased with the result 
that she called the new 
shelter Talbot House. 
Unfortunately this did 
not last and later in the 
same year the shelter 
had to be moved. This 
was a major 
undertaking given that 
the establishment had 
grown considerably.  ‘Operation Barebot’ as it was called involved 
moving “16 orphans between 0 and 2, 6 domestics, heavy furniture, 
the cots, smalls, utensils and the Mother, Miss Mildred Dibden’ 25 
miles to a new building” going over “a very peculiar stone 
bridge” on the way”. It was not recorded whether this too was 
called Talbot House. 
 

Return to Changi 
 

A ground breaking moment occurred this year when the banner of a 
branch was officially recognised after it had been disbanded. This 
was the Malaysian Prisoner of War branch that was centred in 
Changi Goal in Singapore. There, under extreme hardship and 
deprivation, the members tried to provide comfort and comradeship 
to both body and mind in their battle to survive. The Changi 
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members met in the prison 
church and, on occasions the 
prison guards would come in 
to check on them. 
Remembering that the 
Japanese would respect 
religious ritual, they would fall 
to their knees and continue 
with their meeting until the 
guards left. Even members 
working on the notorious 
railway, known as the ‘Road of 
Death’ would get together 
while working in a squad and 
would hold a meeting while 

they worked under the watchful eyes 
of the guards. 

    Toc H and Innovation 
 

In Woking, a Toc H member 
wanted his daughter to learn how 
to cycle safely on the roads so, 
together with other children, he 
enlisted the help of a local Police 
Officer who taught them the rules 
of the road. They were given a 
badge and this and a similar 
scheme at Netherhall lead to the 
instigation of the National Cycle 
Proficiency Scheme that was 
launched in 1958.  
                                  

Similarly, Balham suggested a plan 
that motorists would amass 
penalty points on conviction for 

Stan Weller and Bill Muir 
with the Changi banner at 
the Cathedral door. 
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motoring offences and 
have their licences 
suspended on reaching 
a certain number of 
marks. This was 
supported by the 
National Road Safety 
Committee of 
Bermondsey, 
Camberwell and 
Greenwich. The scheme 
was then forwarded to 
the National Road 
Safety Committee of the 
Ministry of Transport by 
the S. E. London Road 
Safety Advisory Council 
and was eventually 
adopted on a 
nationwide basis. 
 

These two items 
illustrate a growing 
concern nationally 
about road safety which 

Taking  
the  
Test  
In  
the  

school 
play-

ground 

 

Road casualties in August—the peak month 
for road traffic—totalled 23,784.—the higest 
monthly total for 1954 and 1,681 more than 
in August the previous year. 
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Toc H members addressed frequently in the 50s and 60s. 
An early recycling scheme saw Peter Cubitt, a member in Darlington, 
County Durham, request that old razor blades were sent to him by post. 
They had to be slotted, clean and not rusty and either the Gillette or 7 o 
clock type. They could then be sold on as scrap metal, although 
interestingly some had been used to prepare special garments for the 
Antarctic Expedition. This proved tremendously successful although he 
constantly had to remind people to only send in the correct ones as his 
garage was now overflowing with unsuitable ones!  
 

In a similar vein, the collection of old spectacles that had been initiated 
for the Christian Medical Mission in Vellore, reported back that they could 
use unlimited numbers so keep sending them in!! This was taken up by 
many branches in the future resulting in a surplus of cases that no one 
knew what to do with! 
 

National Parks 
The early 1950s saw the establishment of the National Parks, the first 
being in the Peak District. Toc H members, known for their love of the 
outdoors evidenced by their work with Rambling and YHA previously, 
helped to survey the footpaths in the designated areas so they could be 
clearly way-marked.  
 

Also with an outdoor theme, Salisbury branch deserve a mention for their 
regular work of cleaning and maintaining the famous white horse on the 
chalk hills of Wiltshire. 
 

Innovation and technology 
It is impossible to imagine a world without the sophisticated 
technological communication we have today, but in the 1950s some 
enterprising Toc H members were beginning to utilise contemporary 
innovations for the benefit of others.  
 

One of these acts of service that was becoming increasingly popular in 
the early 1950s was the provision of football commentaries to people in 
hospitals and residential care. Toc H members realised the value of this 
and had been stimulated by the fact that early in 1951, the Football 
League had been unable to come to an agreement with the BBC to 
broadcast commentaries during the winter months. The rapidly 
improving wireless (old use of the term) technology enabled this service 
to grow all over the country, so many more could follow their team’s 
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progress and end the isolation that long term patients felt. This was 
summed up by a Bristol Rovers fan of 40 years who had been 
hospitalised for a year 
 

‘It is a big wrench to come into hospital when you are used to seeing 
every match you can”. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

This service spread all over the country, notably in Accrington where 
the commentary must have been so dramatic as a patient who could 
not move his legs, got so excited that he kicked off his blankets!  
 

The improvement in technology was again demonstrated in Bristol 
when, with the help of Rediffusion, they were able to send their 
commentaries to Singapore for servicemen to listen to.  
 

In Northern Ireland, Londonderry branch was ahead of itself when 
they decided to install a T.V. for an isolated pensioner, only to find 
that the television line had not yet been installed! 
 

The innovation of the portable tape recorder opened up new 
possibilities, with branches setting up a national register of those 
owning one and recordings swapped and shared around the country. 
This seemed to facilitate the exchange of news so some branches felt 
less isolated. Further afield, Bulawayo created tapes that documented 
aspects of life in South Africa that were then circulated here to 
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Below are some of the promotional items we have bought all have 
contact details for Toc H and most bear the Logo 

illustrate the work they do. 
 

Another growing trend saw the development of film units. It is 
suggested that the pioneers of this were the Victoria branch, Belfast 
who allegedly founded the first ‘Mobile Sound Cine Unit’. This ‘first’ may 
be debatable, however the ethos to 
entertain and educated was the same. 
The branches amassed the necessary 
mobile projectors, amps etc. and visited 
schools and hospitals. An ongoing 
problem with this was transport which 
usually 
had to 
be 
begged 

or 

The Film Unit  
barrow at     

Putney Park      

Mill Hill members loading  
equipment into the van out-
sideTheir headquarters ready 
for  their 1955 season.     
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borrowed, so groups would arrive in whatever form of vehicle was 
vailable at the time. 
 

A  somewhat eccentric innovation was displayed by St. Just who 
entered a tableau in the local show. They designed and made a 
remarkable aircraft using a bedstead, complete with propeller, 
folding wings and an umbrella to keep the pilot dry. This they named 
‘The Flying Bedstead’ and they won First prize. However, soon 
afterwards another ‘Flying Bedstead’ was created by Messrs Rolls 
Royce, to whom an enterprising St. Just Branch immediately wrote 
alleging infringement of copyright. He added that they would settle 
out of court if a small donation could be sent to their funds. They 
received a reply enclosing a cheque for £5! However, Rolls Royce 
added a caveat, that if they added any further improvements to their 
design, they should be made available to the Rolls Royce designers 
to use!! The donation was used to pay for a coach outing for 
German children visiting Cornwall at that time…. 
 

The Clacton shop 

The Flying Bedspread!!!! 

The Flying Bedsperead !!!! 
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Innovation overseas 
 

Captain Alfred Aley (‘Ack Ack’), worked first with boys in 
Hammersmith before going to Papua New Guinea for five years 
where he undertook invaluable and very varied Mission work. Perhaps 
his most unusual task was to mend a butterfly’s wing! One day he 
noticed a large butterfly close to the Mission House and realised one 
of its wings was bent double and it was unable to fly. He straightened 
it, and applied several layers of nail varnish, left it for a while then re-
applied. Then after about three hours it flew off. Not sure which point 
of the compass this falls under, but it certainly demonstrates 
compassion and ingenuity!  
 

Oxford and Thames Valley branches constantly seemed to come up 
with a most interesting selection of events, both weird and 
worthwhile.  
 

On one occasion they focussed on race relations, entertaining some 
West Indians. The evening got off to a tricky start when the West 
Indian Chairman welcomed everyone with  
 ‘Welcome Ladies, Gentlemen and West Indians’  
One lady, who did not want to be labelled ‘white’ tried to diffuse the 
situation by announcing that  
 “I am not white, I am pink, call me crimson, green, scarlet-but 
not white-PLEASE” 
Everyone erupted in laughter, then relaxed and the evening became 
a success. The Chairman closed the meeting with  

“Ladies and Gentlemen, West Indians and the Pink Lady”… 
 

Equally serious yet with less drama, the branches here and elsewhere 
also did a lot of work in ‘Hutted Camps’. These were camps that had 
been hurriedly constructed during the war to house Allied troops from 
Overseas, evacuees and Prisoners of War. They were basic in 
construction with concrete walls, metal windows and asbestos roofs 
and by the 1950s were deteriorating. However many were being 
used, initially illegally by squatters, and then by local councils to ease 
the chronic housing situation. Conditions were primitive and cramped 
and Toc H members helped in many ways. On one occasion 50 
children were invited to a party and 150 turned up!  
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However, major progress was made in 1955 at one of the other 
Hutted Camps at the Field Farm Estate in Dorchester where 200 to 
300 new houses had been allocated so that it could be turned into a 
real village. Toc H continued to work there and report that “this is 
tremendous news, better than those who live in solid homes can 
realise”.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

As the title suggests, briefly these include ……….. 
  

 Saltburn-by-the-Sea celebrated their 21st birthday with this floral 
display at the top of Saltburn Bank. 

 

 Swaffham branch launched a model of a lightship, unfortunately 
a member launched himself in too. 

 
 

 In 1951, Peterborough ran a ‘Philip and Elizabeth Club’ for newly 
married couples. 

  
 

Branch Briefs 
(As these activities were describedin the 

1950’s Journals.) 
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 Goldthorn Park organised ‘Operation Vampire’, not as 
horrifying as it sounded as it was continuing Toc H’s ongoing 
campaign to recruit blood donors. Bristol excelled at this 
having collected 48,000 pints of blood in 1954, bringing the 
total collected since they started the scheme in 1934 to 
1,105,952. 

 

 A member from Tunbridge Wells fell down a ditch dug by the 
Gas Board while Carol singing! 

 

 Members in Halifax had an educational trip with a Diviner 
who, using whalebone rods, taught them to find coal. They 
found some in the Blackburn valley, but is not recorded what 
happened next. 

 
 

 A cautionary tale from a member in Lynn who was a barber 
by trade and volunteered to cut long term hospital 
patients hair for free.  However, many patients insisted 
in paying him, so he used the money to buy a 
television set for a ward. Unfortunately, one day he fell 
off his bike and had to be admitted to the hospital. His 
bed was next to the aforementioned television set, so 
it was his job to turn it on 
and off!      

 Some contemporary 
comparisons can be drawn 
with help provided at 
hospitals. Hinckley branch 
manned the switchboard 
of the local hospital to free 
up nurses to work on the 
wards, while in 1959, 
during an influenza 
outbreak, members in 
Milton and Bury St. 
Edmonds undertook to 
shave and bathe male 
patients. 

 
 



23 

 

 

 

 Scarborough and Malton held ‘A Cuckoo in the Nest’ shop 
window display competitions to raise funds. The town of Malton 
rose to the occasion and 88 shops took up the challenge. Not an 
event that occurs these days? 

 

 Likewise a Fur and Feather Show was interesting, pageants are 
rarely so called now, and selling seals for TB in Sidcup sounds 
fascinating. Whist drives are now rare but Poultry Whist Drives 
non-existent! The “Non-runners Club” for crippled folk in Hove 
sounds a beguiling concept.       

 East Derby held their Annual Gnat Festival !?, apparently 
‘members enjoyed it as much as the gnats’. 

 

 Members at Tillicoultry dressed as ‘Tinkers’ for their house to 
house collection.  

 

 In Stapleford, 3 members responded to a request to tidy an old 
lady’s garden only to be reprimanded for not keeping their own 
tidy enough! 

 

 Newent sent boxes of daffodils to 20 London hospitals, likewise, 
Liskeard sent primroses from local churchyards to churches and 
missions in the Capital.  

 

 Prizes won included an engraved 
Jelly Mould for coffee mornings, 
Llandrindod Wells won a prize for the 
most ‘humorous turnout at a local 
carnival’ and the costumes at 
Mansfield’s Tramps Supper were so 
good that two members were not 
allowed to travel on the bus to the 
event, but had to sit under the stairs!      

 

 On a slightly different note, the 
branch at Raund’s held a car treasure 
hunt, the prize was so well hidden 
that it was never found. 

 

 A London member made a request 
for Dinky toys because he had devised a way of using them to 
teach handicapped children maths.  
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 Newark had a Grandfather’s party, shame about the Grandmas’. 
 

 A member in Wolverton 
won the handlebar 
moustache competition 
at a local rag day. 

 

 Swadlincote held their 
annual Arts & Crafts 
event which, this year 
included a display of 
‘Un-natural History’. 

 

 Bury St Edmonds used 
their ingenuity during a petrol 
shortage by using a horse and 
cart to collect rummage for their 
sale!  
 

 Modern music trends were 
embraced in Kirkby where Skiffle 
music was included at events 
and Stapleford had a weekly 
Rock & Roll evening. 
 
 

 

Skiffle group sponsored by their local Toc H branch who performed 
in hospitals and Old Folks homes and a Borstal Institution  
 

Affirmation of the influence of Toc H in the 1950s can perhaps be 
summed up by a little girl in Sandy who was asked, during her 
religious instruction class, what the significance of Whit Sunday was? 
 

She innocently replied ‘so that Toc H can run our Sunday Sports’… 
 

Another, perhaps more serious assessment came from Jonathon 
Mardle in the Eastern Daily Press 
 

 ‘Toc H, that interesting lay brotherhood which grew up in 
the First World War and which has persisted ever since as a 
modest and usually inconspicuous society whose members 
go about doing kindly and often difficult little services which 
nobody else has thought of doing’. 
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We will remember them ! 

Age shall not weary them 

Mary Grace 
 

Mike Bullock 
 

Marian Tysoe 
 

Phil and Jean Liner (New Zealand) 
just months apart in 2019 

In  loving  memory of Marian Tysoe 
 

It is with sadness that I write to report the death of Marian Tysoe. 
She was in her nineties and had been  a member of Toc H for the 
past 50 years or so .  Her love of the movement started when she 
was persuaded by a friend to  joined the Higham Ferrers ladies 
branch all those years ago.  When that branch closed she contacted 
the Rushden Royal Branch to see if she could attend our meetings as 
she was missing her weekly dose of Toc H  but more than that the 
comradeship she had enjoyed so much.  She was a good friend to us 
all and will be sorely missed.    Judith Desborough 

With fond memories of Phil and Jean Liner 
Bob Mason from Canada writes:- 

I met Phil and Jean Liner in the early 1970's when Phil was the Hon-
orary Commissioner for Toc H in New Zealand and my wife and I 
were over there on vacation, and participated in a local men's meet-
ing.  At the Diamond Jubilee celebrations in London, I represented 
Canada and had the privilege of reading a lesson in Westminster Ab-
bey, while Jean represented New Zealand and also read a lesson.  
We have kept in touch with them with occasional letters and always 
at Christmas, and last met up with Phil, quite by chance while we 
were both passing through Heathrow, he returning to New Zealand 
and we to Canada.                  Toc H still reaches around the world 
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Lock Down Activities 

 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Maria from Salt-
burn on Sea has 
sent in this pic-
ture of their 
Branch room 
and the mes-
sage below:- 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

In every World War you will find the Toc H in the line of duty and this 
War against coronavirus is no exception. We will adapt to face the 
challenges ahead as you will see around the country in how members 
and friends of Toc H find ways in helping there communities and the 
county in ever way they can   
 

Saltburn Toc H building had to close its doors but not for long as now 
Saltburn branch is now involved in helping to make scrubs for local 
hospitals and care homes using bed sheets, duvet covers and material 
that can be washed on a 60oc washing cycle we are very pleased to 
have the building back in use and extremely proud to fly the flag for 
Briton or should I say fly the bed linen  

God Bless to all x 
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As shown by Ronnie Allen up in Scotland who invited her community 
to build a  “maggot” a way to get together, have fun, but importantly 
to avoid physical contact— what a joy!!  She e-mailed her neighbours 
with the following:- 
 

Caterpillar Mission 

On behalf of Dunlop and Lugton Community Council I am running a 

caterpillar project. My granddaughter, Hannah, and I have started it 

off with a face and three segments of its body. 

We would like this caterpillar to be really long and bright and fun. 

Just paint a stone and 

add it to the body of the 

caterpillar. 

Unlike other stone 

painting ideas, we don't 

want any stones 

removing. Leave them 

in place and watch the 

caterpillar grow. 

Open to all children of 

Lugton and the Halket. 

We will leave a few 

spare stones under the 

bench at the defibrillator 

kiosk in case you can't 

find one to paint. 

Have fun, use your 

imagination and let's 

make this the best 

caterpillar ever. 

We are sure there are lots of folk sharing  one way or 
another—please share that with us  too!!! 

You can even  build community too!! 
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Toc H is committed to building a 
fairer society by working with 
communities to promote 
friendship and service, confront 
prejudice and practice 

In Touch magazine is copyright © 2020. Reproduction of any part is not permitted without prior permission 
Published by Toc H,  P O Box 15824, Birmingham, B13 3JU 

 

MISSION  STATEMENT 

Friendship:             To love widely 

Service:  To build bravely 

Fairmindedness:    To think fairly  

Witness:  To witness humbly 

The aims of Toc H are defined by the four points of the compass, first       
defined in 1920:  

Friendship – to love widely 
In our Centenary we pray for our Patron, the Queen. We remember all 
in the Armed Forces we have served and pray for all protecting our 
Country today, includingthe Military and the emergency services. 
 

Service – to build bravely 
We continue to remember of the Service Toc H has given during the 
century. We offer our Service today and ask for new opportunities in the 
future, and we pray that this example will encourage others to share in 
this. 
 

Fair-mindedness – to think fairly 
We think of our Country and the unity in the First and Second World 
Wars, and we pray for unity today in our multicultural  country. 
And we pray for all who work for peace here and in the world. 
 

Witness – to witness humbly 
In the virus pandemic we think of all countries affected across the 
world. We pray for all medical staff both in Britain and world-wide, 
and we think of all aid agencies working for the benefit of each nation. 
 

Prepared by Canon William Bestelink 
8th May 2020, for 75th anniversary of VE Day. 

NATIONAL PRAYER CYCLE 
(This can be used weekly or monthly) 


